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Listing of Claims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, ol claims in 
the subject application: 

Claims 1-54 (canceled) 

55. (previously presented) A method for monitoring performance of an imago forming 
apparatus* said method comprising: 

(a) continuously monitoring use of an image memory of the image forming apparatus, 
and calculating a memory usage rale of the image forming apparatus, wherein the memory usage 
rate is a percentage of a time period that a percentage of the image memory in use during said 
time period is within a corresponding predetermined range of percentages; 

(b) storing performance measurement data corresponding to said memory usage rate 
calculated in (a); 

(c) receiving a request for data transmission from a central data processing apparatus and 
in response co said request, reading said measurement data stored in (b) relating to saiil memory 
usage rate; and 

(d) transferring said data read In (c) to said central data processing apparatus. 

56. (previously presented) The method of claim 55, wherein said image forming 
apparatus is connected to said central data processing apparatus via a telephone line network. 

57. (previously presented) The method of claim 55, wherein said image forming 
apparatus and said central data processing apparatus perform communications operations in 
accordance with a group 3 facsimile protocol. 
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58. (currently amended) A method for monitoring performance of an image forming 
apparatus, s:ud method comprising: 

(a) monitoring providing a function usage measuring part in the image forming ■ 
apparatus to monitor each image forming function of the image forming apparatus, and 
maintaining maintain a corresponding count of a number of times that the image forming 
function of the image forming apparatus has been used; 

(b) scorin g, in a storage part of the image forming apparatus, performance measurement 
data corresponding to said ima ge forming function usage counts maintained in (a); 

(c) receiving, from a central data processing apparatus through a network, a request for 
data transmission from a control data processing apparatus and in response to said request, 
readin g T from said storage part of the image forming apparatus* said performance measurement 
data stored in (b) relating to said function usage counts; and 

(d) iransferrin g, from said image forming apparatus through said network, said 
performance measurement data read in (c) to said central data processing apparatus, 

59. (previously presented) The method of claim 58* wherein said image forming 
apparatus is connected to said central data processing apparatus via a telephone line network. 

60. (previously presented) The method of claim 58, wherein said image forming 
apparatus and said central data processing apparatus perform communications operations in 
accordance with a group 3 facsimile protocol. 

61. (currently amended) A method for monitoring performance of an image farming 
apparatus, said method comprising; 

(a) leasuring providing a performance measuring part in the image forming apparatus to 
measure for each predetermined period of time a number of times that facsimile communications 
hav e- been were performed by the image forming apparatus duriug said predetermined period of 
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time; 

(b) storin g in a storage part of the image forming apparatus, performance measurement 
data corr e sponding to including said measured number of times that facsimile communications 
ha v e - been were performed during said predetermined period of time , measured in (a); - 

(c) receivin g, from a central data processing apparatus dirough a network, a request for 
data transmission from a c e ntral data processing apparatus and in response to said request, 
readin g, from said storage part of the image forming apparatus, said performance measurement 
data stored in (b) relating to said amount of time of line vacancy; and 

(d) transferrin g, from said image form ing apparatus through said network, said 
performance measurement data read in (c) to said central data processing apparatus. 

62. (previously presented) The method of claim 61, wherein said image forming 
apparatus is connected to said central data processing apparatus via a telephone line network. 

63. (currently amended) A method for monitoring performance of an image forming 
apparatus, said method comprising: 

(a) monitoring providing a performance measuring part in the image forming apparatus 
to monitor line vacancy of the image forming apparatus and me;isuring an amount of time of line 
vacancy; 

(b) storin g, in a storage nan of the image forming apparatus, performance measurement 
data corresponding to said amount of time of line vacancy measured in (a); 

(c) receivin g, from a central data processing apparatus dirough a network, a request for 
data transmission from a- central - data - proce s sing apparatus and in response to said request, 
readin g, from said storage part of the image forming apparatus, said performance measurement 
data stored in (b) relating to said amount of time of line vacancy; and 

(d) transferring, from said image forming apparatus through said network, said 
performance measurement data read in (c) to said central data processing apparatus. 
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64. (previously presented) The method of claim 63, wherein said image forming 
apparatus is connected to said central data processing apparatus via a telephone line network. 

65. (currently amended) An image forming apparatus which xa operatively connected 
through a network to a central processing apparatus, said apparatus comprising: 

a performance measuring mechanism [[which]] configured to continuously monitors 
monitor uss of an image memory and eateriatea calculate a memory usage rate of ihe image 
forming apparatus; 

a status memory t hat -s tores configured to store performance measure mem data 
including said memory usage rate calculated by said performance measuring mechanism; 

a data reading mechanism that r e c e ives configured to receive from a ct-ntral data 
processing apparatus through a network a request for data transmission from s aid central data 
procoa s in g- upparatufl and [[that,]] in response to said request, [[reads]] read said performance 
measurement data relating to said memory usage rate from said status memory; and 

a data transfer mechanism that teaa fr fea configured to transfer said performance 
measuremen t data read by said data reading mechanism through said network to said central 
processing apparatus. 

66. (currently amended) An image forming apparatus whksh - i s operatively connected 
through a network to a central processing apparatus, said image forming apparatus comprising: 

a ji oifoiuianoo monoming moohomum ■ which ■ monitors function usage measuring part 
configured to monitor each image forming function of the image forming apparatus and 
maintains maintain a corresponding count uf a number of times that the image forming 
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function of ihe image forming apparatus has been used; 

a memory tkat-stogos configured to store performance measurement data including the 
image formi ng function usage counts; 

a dcita reading mechanism that receives configured to receive from a central data 
processing apparatus. through a network a request for data transmission from mid c e ntral data 
processing apparatus and that, in response to said request, reads said performance me inurement 
data relating to the function usage counts from said memory; and 

a data transfer mechanism that tronofero configured tn transfer said performance 
measuremen t data read by said data reading mechanism through said network to said central 
processing apparatus. 

67. (currently amended) An image forming apparatus which ip operatively connected 
through a network to a central processing apparatus, said image forming apparatus comprising: 

a performance measuring mechanism which maintaino configured to maintain a count 
of a number of times that communications have been were performed by the image forming 
apparatus in a predetermined period of time; 

a memory that store* configured to store performance measurement data including said 
count of the number of times that communications have be e n were performed in said 
predetermined period of time : 

a duta reading mechanism that- receives configured to receive from a central data 
processing apparatus through a network a request for data transmission from s aid c e ntral data 
processing apparatu s and that, in response to said request, reads said performance measurement 
data relating to said amount of time of line vacancy from said memory; and 
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a data transfer mechanism that tt ansfors configured to transfer said peiformance 
measuremen t data read by said data reading mechanism through said network to Suid central 
processing apparatus. 

68. (currently amended) An image forming apparatus whioh 13 operatively ixmnected 
through a network to a central processing apparatus, said image forming apparatus comprising; „ 

a performance measuring mechanism whioh monitors configured to monitor line 
vacancy of the image forming apparatus and measures measure an amount of time of line 
vacancy; 

a memory that stages configured to store performance measurement data including said 
amount of time of line vacancy measured by said performance measuring mechanism; 

a duta reading mechanism that r e c e iv es configured to receive from a ce ntral data 
processing apparatus through a network a request for data transmission from Gaid c o ntrol dQto 
proc ess ing apparatus and that, in response to said request, reads said performance measurement 
data relating to said amount of time of line vacancy from said memory; and 

a data transfer mechanism that tranofora configured to transfer said performance 
measuremen t data read by said data reading mechanism through said network to said central 
processing apparatus. 

69. (currently amended) An image fanning apparatus which is operatively connected 
through a network to a central processing apparatus, said image forming apparatus comprising: 

a performance measuring mechanism which monitors configured to monitor a number 
of recording sheets that have been used for image forming operations of the image forming 
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apparatus and maintains maintain a count of a number of occurrences thai the recording sheets 
are spent out; 

a memory that stor es configured to store performance measurement data including said 
count of the number of occurrences that the recording sheets are spent out; 

a data reading mechanism that r e ceiv e s configured to receive from a ce ntral data 
processing apparatus through a network a request for data transmission from said control data 
proooQQing apparatus and that, in response to said request, reads said perfonnance measurement 
data relating to said count of the number of occurrences that the recording sheets are spent out; 
and 

a data transfer mechanism that transfer s configured to transfer said performance 
measuremen t data read by said data reading mechanism through said network to Said central 
processing apparatus. 

Claim 70 (canceled). 

71. (new) A method for monitoring performance of an image forming apparatus, said 
method comprising: 

(a) jjroviding a performance measuring part in the image forming apparatus to monitor a 
number of recording sheets that have been used for image forming operations of ihe image 
forming apparatus and maintain a count of a number of occurrences that the recording sheets are 
spent out; 

(b) storing, in a storage part of the image forming apparatus, performance measurement 
data including said count of the number of occurrences that the recording sheets are spent out 
maintained m (a); 

(c) r^eiving, from a central data processing apparatus tiurough a network, a request for 
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data transmission and in response to said request, reading, from said storage part of ihe image 
forming apparatus, said performance measurement data stored in (b) including said count of the 
number of occurrences that the recording sheets are spent out; and 

(d) transferring, from said image forming apparanis through said network, said 
performance measurement data read in (c) to said central data processing apparatus. 
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